SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS 
FOR SUNDAY 19 APRIL 2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans as well as in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respec- 
tively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The 
bulletin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins 
may be downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


THE ZS4 SPRINT THIS AFTERNOON 


THE RAE POSTPONED TO SATURDAY 27 JUNE 2020 

and 

THE RESULTS OF THE 80 M QSO PARTY 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin with news of a silent key. 


It is with deep regret that we have to announce that the key of Johannes Frans 
du Rand, ZS6BPP went silent on Monday 13 April 2020. 


We extend our sincere condolences to his family and friends. 
PAUSE 
THE ZS4 SPRINT THIS AFTERNOON 


The ZS4 Sprint is on the air from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC this afternoon with CW 
and phone activity on 40 metres. ZS4 stations will give a RS or RST report 
and the name or abbreviation of their town. All other stations will give a RS 
or RST report and their provincial or country abbreviation. Your log must be 
submitted by 27 April 2020 by e-mail to zs4srkQ@gmail.com. As always, check 
the 2020 Blue Book for the rules, page 59 for the ZS4 Sprint. 


FRIEDRICHSHAFEN HAM RADIO-— 2020 
CANCELLED 


The organizers of the largest amateur radio event in Europe have announced 
that Friedrichshafen Ham Radio 2020 planned for 26 to 28 June has been can- 


celled. The announcement to exhibitors says, “It is with a heavy heart that we 
must inform you that Ham Radio 2020 will not take place. We very much regret 
not having this event, but the Federal Government and the Minister-Presidents 
of the Lander decided yesterday that no major events shall take place until 31 
August 2020. Together with our partner DARC e.V. (the German IARU Mem- 
ber Society), we look forward to welcoming you again at the exhibition grounds 
of Messe Friedrichshafen from 25 to 27 June 2021. We hope you get through 
these difficult times and we will see you again next year! 


THE RAE POSTPONED TO SATURDAY 27 JUNE 2020 


Noel Hammond, ZR6DX, the RAE Manager says, ”Thank you to everyone for 
all your efforts during this time for proceeding with the RAE. In order to give 
candidates more time and to facilitate HF assessments, it has been decided to 
move the examination date to Saturday 27 June 2020. Hopefully, this will give 
added time for revision and for the completion of the HF assessment process. 


A request is made to the radio amateur community to be on air to help the RAE 
candidates make the required number of contacts for the HF assessments - dates 
and times from the individual clubs will follow closer to the time. Together, we 
can make the RAE a resounding success. 


Please feel free to contact me if you have any further queries. Stay healthy.” 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE 5 MHZ NEWSLETTER 


The latest edition of the 5 MHz Newsletter (No 24 - Winter/Spring 2020) is 
now available for free pdf download from the ’External Links’ section of the 
Wikipedia 60 m Band page or the RSGB 5 MHz page. This edition includes 5 
MHz news from 7 countries, a 5 MHz Controlled Feeder Radiation Dipole and 
features the latest World of 5 MHz Map. 


LEARNING MORSE CODE DURING THE 
LOCK DOWN 


With many people having some additional time on their hands as a result of the 
lock down and look for something to do, what about learning or re-learning the 
Morse code? 


Electronics Notes, www.electronics-notes.com/ have a video that is aimed at 
helping those who are starting out learning Morse. The video sounds out the 
letters three times and the letter itself and the dots and dashes appear on the 
screen as an aid to learning it. They are currently preparing some further 
videos giving numbers and then random letters, but for the moment, visit https: 
//youtu.be/6PRY-LcezCB4 


VOSKHOD - A SHORT FILM ABOUT AMA- 
TEUR RADIO 


DUST is a YouTube channel that has science fiction short films content. At 
the beginning of April, DUST presented a short film, whose theme addresses 
amateur radio, entitled Voskhod (Sunrise). Voskhod is about a recluse radio 
operator who, after repairing his amateur radio with parts found in the forest, 
receives a distress call from a stranded Soviet cosmonaut in orbit. 


Voskhod is a mixture of the American film Frequency and the Cuban film Sergio 
& Sergei. While Voskhod takes place in November 1966, Frequency is about a 
father in 1969 talking to his son in 1999 and Sergio & Sergei is about a Cuban 
philosophy professor and a Soviet cosmonaut at MIR Space Station and it takes 
place at the end of 1991 when of the Dissolution of the Soviet Union. See the 
film at www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnMqT8QbvaM&t=48s 


THE RESULTS OF THE 80 M QSO PARTY 


The Contest Committee received 23 logs for the first leg of the SARL 80 m QSO 
Party held on Thursday 2 April. Thank you to all the participants who took 
part, the second leg will be held in October. 


1st Jan Botha, ZS4J AN — 925 points 

24 Schalk van Vuuren, ZS1LL — 760 points 

3™¢ Helmar Otto, ZS1H — 605 points 

4th Christie Grobbelaar, ZS4CGR — 550 points 

The full results will be posted in HF Happenings Newsletter. 
YOUR PROJECT IN THE MAY RADIO ZS 


The Editor of Radio ZS has received one article for the “My Project” column for 
the May Radio ZS. The closing date for your article about your project is Friday 
24 April 2020 and must be sent to radiozsQsarl.org.za. Tell us more about the 
project you are busy with during the lock down — have a look on page 17 of 
the April Radio ZS for the project ZS4BS made. Your project can win you a 
membership to the SARL for 2020/2021. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are currently no sunspot regions visible on the solar disk. If 
you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot 
number for the week will be around one. With the recent equinox, the 15 to 30 
m bands will, especially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. Please visit 
the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the ZS4 Sprint 

21 and 22 April — the Lyrids meteor shower 

25 April — the start of Ramadan and the SARL 95 40 m Club Sprint 
27 April — Freedom Day 

1 May — Worker’s Day and the ZS SOTA Activity Day 

2 May — the AWA Valve AM QSO Party 

3 May - the AWA Valve SSB QSO Party 


To conclude our bulletin, a quick overview of our main news item: 


The ZS4 Sprint is on the air from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC this afternoon with CW 
and phone activity on 40 metres. ZS4 stations will give a RS or RST report 
and the name or abbreviation of their town. All other stations will give a RS or 


RST report and their provincial or country abbreviation. Get the rules of page 
59 of the Blue Book. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program can be 
heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side- 
band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on Monday evenings at 
19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, stay healthy, adhere to the regulations and the best wishes 
for the week ahead. 


